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spoke through it in the night, representing himself to be a
messenger from God and commanding Celestine to abdicate.
The French—and particularly Charles of Naples—tried to
protect the Pope from whom they had received so many
benefits, but Gaetini was too strong and too ingenious. The
bewildered Celestine tremblingly announced to the cardinals
that he must resign on account of his age, his infirmities, and
his unfitness to guide the Church, and the conclave accepted
his decision without protest.
Christendom was loud in its condemnation. Many of the
priests felt that a bad and dangerous precedent was estab-
lished by the abdication of a pope, and they pointed out that
it was illegal and irregular for a duly elected pontiff to resign
his holy office. The conclave of cardinals claimed to have
divine guidance in its choice and that divine guidance had
presumably led them to Celestine 5 but what became of such a
contention if the man supposedly chosen by divine assistance
declared himself unfit for office. Gaetini, however, had no
qualms. He was resolved that this time nothing should
interfere with his election to the papal chair. The Colonna
and the Orsini, however, had again their own candidates,
and at first Gaetini was hardly considered to be a serious
claimant. As before, the two factions in the conclave could
not agree, and when Gaetini put himself forward as a candi-
date, the Orsini supported him in the hope of keeping
the Colonna nominee from success. The Colonna fought
fiercely, but Gaetini had gained the interest of Charles of
Naples. Nearly half the cardinals were French and took
their orders from Charles, and with the backing of the Orsini
and the French cardinals, Gaetini was elected Pope. He
took the name of Boniface VIIL Christendom had seen a
weak Pope in Celestine V, now it was to see in Boniface VIII
a Pope almost unrivalled in boldness, ambition, determination
and guile.
Many people still denied that a pope could abdicate from

